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ERRATUM

"
E. HOFT, A, R, KATRITZKY and M, R. NESBIT: The autoxidation of alkylpyrroles

Tetrahedron Letters No.32, pp. 3041-3044, 1967.

We recently reported (1) the various products resulting from the autoxidation of
simple alkylpyrroles. The product from 2,4-dimethylpyrrole was assigned structure I, and

the alternative II was specifically rejected on the basis of the ultraviolet absorption
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( Amax at 204 mp, £ 14,150). Professor R. W. Franck (Fordham University, New York)
has kindly informed us of work that he has carried out on the singlet oxidation of pyrroles

[ cf. also (2)] which suggeststhat our product is II, and pointed out the close correspondence
of the properties of our compound with authentic II, which has recently been reported (3).
Through the kindness of Dr. R. Scheffold (Zurich) a direct comparison has now been made
which confirms that the autoxidation product of 2,4-dimethylpyrrole has structure II, The
ultraviolet maximum of II is at rather lower wavelength than expected, which gave rise to

our earlier misassignment,
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